
Current Status of the Project WP 43S 



Background Information 
 “A spectre is haunting Europe — the spectre of ‘43’.” 

 Since 2003 at least, the number 43 was used for 

dreaming of a future “Super-42S” scientific calculator.  

 Imagination lead to several Vapourware® designs 

published on the forum of the MoHPC. 

 The whole idea suffered from the lack of a suitable 

platform.  “CETERVM CENSEO:  HP, launch a 43S!” 

 With the launch of the HP-20b, repurposing a 

commercial calculator became possible.  



2008 – 2011ff: WP 34S + 31S 



Why the WP 34S Is not Enough 
 The WP 34S encompasses and surpasses the 

function sets of HP-42S, HP-16C, and HP-32SII. 

 BUT the LCD of the HP-20b / 30b is inferior  

to the one of HP-42S by far:  

 no softkeys possible, limited menu display, 

 limited dual-line display, 

 limited text output. 

 And HP stopped production of the 20b & 30b: 

 limited amount of donors / parents. 



What Do We Want for a WP 43S? 
 At least WP 34S functionality  

 full pocketability (i.e. no significantly larger size  

than the HP-42S) 

PLUS 

 state of the art display 

 softkeys 

 standard USB interface 

 real keys (no stickers) and lasting hardware supply 

 (full user configurability etc.) 



2012 – 2015: Hope for Reptiles 



2015-09: Final Call at HHC 



2016: Dawn of DM42 



2016 - 2018: Layouting for WP 43S 



2017: Finally Gaining a SW Guy 



2018: Developing a Simulator 



2018, 2019, ...: Next Steps 
 Clarifying hardware constraints and opportunities 

 Team-internal testing and debugging 

 Releasing the simulator for the community 

 Community testing 

 Updating the simulator 

 Software transfer to the target system 

 Re-flashing the target system 

 Producing the dedicated parts 

 Releasing the WP 43S 


